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Letter from the Editor
Dear Reader,
It is my honor to invite you to enjoy the spring 2015 edition of Verbum. It is because of you that
this has been such a successful publication. The time that you have spent reading through these
pages has helped us to keep this collection of student, faculty, staff, and alumni writings alive.
Every semester, Verbum receives a variety of pieces from individuals across the campus and
beyond that help our community connect on a faith-based level. I ensure you that this edition is
nothing short of what you may expect or what you may have previously read; it is full of thought
provoking, inspiring, and engaging material for all to enjoy.
As you read through this wonderful collection of heartfelt literature, I hope the authors bring
forth questions and debate to your daily life, moving you to speak with family and friends about
the topics and emotions that were carefully written and thought out by our authors. Please enjoy
what the students, faculty, staff, and alumni have prepared for you – for they have laboriously
worked to produce marvelous work for your reading pleasure.
I would like to take this time to thank everyone who has made contributions to this issue of
Verbum and its past issues. I would also like to thank the review boards, compilers, and editors
that have put in the time and effort to keep this journal alive and thriving in order to maintain its
excellence. I would especially like to thank Dr. Michael Costanzo for his continued dedication to
Verbum. He has put numerous hours and tremendous effort to allow this publication to continue
to grow and has brought writers from many different areas and organizations outside of the realm
of Religious Studies. Additionally, I would like to thank all of the individuals and organizations
that have contributed prizes, which have been presented to some individual authors of Verbum
articles. Finally, I would like to thank you, our readers, for your continued interest in this
journal.
Sincerely,
Juliet R. Janicik
President, Religious Studies Club
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The World Seen Through the Lens of Faith
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Webster Plaza
(585) 872-2330

691 St. Paul Street
Rochester, NY 14605
"Building from the Inside Out"
There is a very special ministry that serves teenagers living in the City of Rochester. It is
located in the heart of Rochester in the sub-basement of the old Bausch and Lomb building at
691 St. Paul St. It is called St. Michael’s Woodshop.

You may have previously heard of this ministry since it was established in the basement
of a convent of the Sisters of Mercy on Joseph Ave. in 1967. It flourished for forty years, in
many different locations, under the direction of Sr. Pat Flynn. When she left the ministry in
2007 due to ill health she was followed by Sr. Virginia Taylor until 2012. At that time the
Sisters had no one else to direct the ministry nor had the financial resources to keep it going.

At that time I was working in urban ministry for the Catholic Diocese of Rochester. The
Leadership of the Rochester Sisters of Mercy approached me and asked me if I “wanted it”, the
“it” meaning the Woodshop. Who could say “no” to six thousand square feet of lumber, saws,
and framing equipment?

An advisory board was put together and a new director, James Smith, was selected to
oversee the ministry. James had previously done youth work in the City of Rochester and was
very qualified for the position. The Church of the Assumption, in Fairport, NY, accepted the
Woodshop as part of its corporation and on August 5, 2013 St. Michael’s Woodshop reopened
and accepted nine new students. The Board had agreed to pay the students a stipend as a way of
luring them away from the drug trade on the streets, a stipend that also serves as a good tool to
teach the students about budgeting and saving. In the beginning we were only able to take nine
students as we didn’t have sufficient funds to offer the stipend to more participants. Presently

we have twelve students due to a grant and other young people come in and participate simply
because they want to be there.

The ministry is now more than a year and a half old and the students are not only learning
a trade but also a good work ethic and necessary life skills. They have grown in self-confidence,
improved their ability to make good decisions and are learning to care and support one another.
It’s exciting to see the students grow in their self-confidence as they take pride in what they
make. They become more positive in their outlook towards life and begin to believe that their
lives truly have meaning. I wish to share a letter from one of our students recently received:
Dear “The Board”,
I want to thank you all for allowing me to do the summer program here at St. Michael’s
Woodshop. Being here has impacted my life in numerous of ways. I’ve learned a lot of
things here; things that I never knew girls were capable of doing. I also wanted to thank
ya’ll for the money that you have contributed into my life. It has really helped me out big
time. It is such a great feeling when you can buy your own things, without asking your
parents for money. I’ve learned how to cut wood in straight lines and a curved line as well. I
learned how to do a lot of new great things, so now I can help with things around the house –
that’s only if it breaks. I am very appreciative that I was chosen out of all the people that
was on the list to come here. I feel like this program has changed me for the better. So
again, thank you so much for the magnificent change you’ve made in my life and thank you
for all of the great opportunities that I had coming here. God bless you.
Sincerely,
Cha’Quasia W.
If you would like to volunteer or just stop by, please call James at the number listed below.

Sister Janet Korn, RSM

P.S. Mike Crupi, from the Rochester Catholic Courier, has done a three minute clip on the
Woodshop that, I believe, you will find interesting. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SO3rE2RND0 and

you can contact the Director, Mr. James Smith, at stmichaelswood@live.com or at

585-413-4450.

Rest 496
Works in Progress

Vince Marino

Why the Book of Revelation?
An Examination of the Reasons why the Book of Revelation Prevailed over other Apocalypses for Inclusion in the
New Testament Canon

Have you ever thought about how the Book of Revelation came to be included into the New Testament
canon? It may not seem like that big of a deal, but when we take a closer look throughout history we see that it
gained entrance over numerous other apocalypses. This is especially critical for the type of book that it is, as it
concerns the end of the world and the fate of humanity.
An “apocalypse” is defined as a disclosure or revelation. Several books fall under this definition based on
the given substance within the text, and only one of these was included in the canon, or the list of books that the
Christians use in church. This type of text is unique in the fact that essentially only one of them can be included due
to the nature of their message. For example, multiple letters, gospels, and other types of books can be used because
they have multiple truths. However, the apocalyptic books cannot be given the same privileges as there cannot be
different endings to the world. For this reason, strict sets of guidelines had to be created to determine canonicity for
not only these types of books but for others as well to ensure credibility of the work.
My study takes a look at the possible criteria that allowed Revelation to gain entrance into the canon as
well as the criteria that kept other apocalypses out. The origins and influences of Revelation are heavily scrutinized
and analyzed alongside historical events during its time of composition to establish inclusionary criteria. These
criteria set the stage for what the books that are included in the canon must contain. Exclusionary criteria are then
derived from the inclusionary criteria and several historically popular apocalypses are analyzed to determine why

they did not gain entrance into the canon. The criteria themselves are then criticized to evaluate their authority and
to perhaps point out any weak spots in their reasoning. This is all possible through examinations of historical events
and relationships
To me, apocalyptic texts are more interesting than any of the other religious works because of my natural
human desire to understand the reasoning behind life here on earth. One would be hard pressed to find a person who
did not find interest in the ultimate demise of the world and if there truly is an afterlife or not. That places a lot of
weight on Revelation, as we are taught to believe it in whatever way our denomination or personal beliefs fit based
on its inclusion in the canon. Therefore, the reasons as to why others were excluded must be carefully examined and
criticized for the exclusion of possible truths that we may never know. Due to the large number of clashing
“theories”, are there really any criteria broad yet exclusive enough to close out any consideration for other cases?
The leading research proposals and theories are used to create this study, along with ancient documents.
Some of the leading critical minds of the past and the present have their work showcased in this study and, along
with some personal input, they are used to formulate the conclusions that are presented at the end of this study. The
criteria are all derived from the first proposed canons, and how they were shaped and changed into the twentyseven-book version of the canon that is used today. It is my goal to make clear the ultimate reasons that brought the
Book of Revelation to sideline other apocalypses and also challenge those same reasons by highlighting inherent
contradictions. I hope that this study proves to be effective in what it is set out to do and that readers will enjoy the
facts and ideas presented.

Joseph DeRaddo

Dispensationalist Theologies and the Book of Revelation

Dispensationalist theologies that use the Book of Revelation as their primary source of evidence
are exegetically and hermeneutically problematic. The dispensationalist doctrine utilizes scripture in
consistently literal interpretations. Followers of these various theologies are often jarred when told to
switch hermeneutical gears to better understand unfulfilled prophecies. The primary belief fueling these
theologies concerns dispensations, or separated periods of time thought to reveal God’s different
purposes for human history and in particular the destinies of Israel and the Church. My paper will seek
to demonstrate how these theological views fail to assess John’s use of symbolic language throughout
Revelation and consequently raise questions as to the validity of end time prophecy.
Political and cultural dangers arise, moreover, when the biblical text of Revelation is thus taken
literally. For example, with Israel becoming a nation state in 1948, dispensational evangelicals have
stepped upon the road to a final conflagration, or Armageddon. In support of such views the following
text from Ezekiel is cited: “I will take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather
them from all around and bring them back into their own land. I will make them one nation in the land,
on the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over all of them and they will never again be two
nations or be divided into two kingdoms” (37:21-22). Dispensationalist understandings of such texts

have, among other things, led to an uncritical evaluation of military engagements on the part of the
State of Israel since its beginning.
I am motivated in this study by my interest in apocalyptic and prophetic texts, especially the
Book of Revelation. Its uniqueness in presenting a wrathful God could elicit alarm though it inspires me
to ask how one could, or better, should understand this text. The unspecified time for the fulfillment of
purported prophecies has set me on a pursuit of a personal understanding of Revelation that I hope
others will find beneficial in their own spiritual journey.
In my work, I will discuss the various types of dispensationalist theology pertaining to their
differences, similarities, and world views. I will also seek to uncover an alternative hermeneutical lens
faithful to the text yet freed from its misuse as a way of reading contemporary events or speculating
about the future. The full article will be available by the end of April. If you wish to receive the full work
covering Dispensationalist Theologies, how they utilize Revelation, as well as a scholarly critique, contact
me at my Fisher email address at your convenience.

POETRY BEND
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*** Finding Clarity
Searching for a master to
hold my thoughts captive
feeble attempts at concrete concentration
smoke swirled notions are floating fugitive
evading my scrambling neurons
Certainty is Atlantis, adrift
in vastly blue fantasy
confusion is my abnormal custom
cognition interrupted by already
forgotten thoughts from the future
reluctant to accept the sly persuasion,
distorted by a convoluted lie machine.
Its engine run by my absurd anxiety,
pumping ambiguous oil, clogging my
gullible ears, combusting flammable fears
vertigo whispers of uninspired dreams
my chaotic head hijacked by vile themes
Seared against the inner walls of my
skull are brutish cave paintings—
a haunting masterpiece of psychotic graffiti.

Utterly desperate for rest

It comes in a sobering breath;
HE is my anchor, linking head & heart,
grounding them in buoyant truth.

Cody Schweickert

Juntos
Ella sonrie con ojos distraídos

She smiles with distracted eyes

su sonrisa es simple, pura

her smile is pure, simple

el instante es de ellos

the instant belongs to them

juntos, incondicionales

together, unconditional

El resto envidia

The rest of us envy

en secreto celebra

in secret we celebrate

o llora su amor

or mourn their love

Ella lo mira y muerde sus labios

She looks at him and bites her lip

con un parpadeo le entrega el tiempo

with a blink she surrenders time

y con un beso el infinito.

and with a kiss, infinity

Fernando Ontiveros-Llamas

In Memoriam

Dr. Mike Herzbrun
(Jan. 15, 1943 - Feb. 10, 2015)

St. John Fisher College was the beneficiary of Mike Herzbrun’s quiet manner and gentle humor
for twenty three years. Always cold, he was often seen walking around campus in his green
parka, even inside, even in warm weather. He met with many students over the years and was
truly a counselor at heart. He listened, rarely advised, and allowed all of us, staff and student
alike, to try and make our own mistakes. Mike understood that it was often only when we tried
and were unsuccessful that we learned lessons. He understood that, had he just told us “no”, the
learning would not have come so quickly.

Even in his absence, every month or so a student will mention that Mike was a great influence in
his or her life. Students talk of how he helped them to see a different perspective or helped them
work through difficult times. Over twenty three years he helped many, many students.
A health center tradition is to give one another cards on our birthdays. Like most departments
we all take time to write some message of good wishes on the birthday cards. Unfortunately
none of us knew what Mike was writing to us because he consistently wrote in Hebrew! Not only
did it point to our group education deficit but left us guessing as to what his message really was
about. He challenged us to find out what the cards said and we will when time permits. He did
not like attention drawn to his own birthdays and asked that we not celebrate with cake or gifts.
During his time at Fisher, Mike worked with an all-female staff which was an issue that he
managed with quiet humor. While Mike enjoyed a very healthy vegetarian diet, he maintained
that it was important to always eat dessert first. Mike was diagnosed with cancer only weeks
after his retirement. He did not get a chance to spend his time playing golf, reading or writing.
It is the hope of his colleagues that he at least took the time to eat his dessert first in many
aspects of his life.
Mike had several academic and faith filled accomplishments in his life, such as his doctorate
from the University of Rochester and his ordination as a Rabbi. In our last conversation, Mike
spoke to me of his good life and his sadness over losing his wife Pnina in the summer of 2014, but
his eyes began to sparkle and his face broke into a joyous smile as he said “and I have a son”. His
son, Yoni was the accomplishment of which he was most proud.
Mike did not like saying goodbye; when he left Fisher in 2013 he emptied his office in one
weekend. We returned on Monday and after a few hours opened his door to find everything
gone. The staff planned a time to get together to say goodbye but that was not to be. Why would
we be surprised? Mike was always one to avoid attention of any type. We miss his gentle ways
and his calming presence. May his memory be a blessing.

Madeleine Reynolds
Assistant Director for Mental Health Services
Health & Wellness

ESSAYS ON RELIGION

*** Prize provided by
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Submissions Review Committee: Religious Studies Club

Taylor DiRaimo

Attempting to Answer Life’s Toughest Questions
Introduction
Trying to explain and understand the natural evil that we encounter in our world can be
one of life’s hardest concepts to grasp. As people of faith we question, why does God allow bad
things to happen to us? When Bad Things Happen to Good People written by Harold S. Kushner
and The Tree of Life directed by Terrence Malick attempt to answer this tough question and help
us to recognize these evils, see why they are deemed evil, and understand what our response
should be when facing them.

1. Types of evil presented in When Bad Things Happen to Good People and The Tree of
Life. Reasons why these examples of evil are considered or understood as evil.

There are two main types of evil, moral and natural. Moral evil involves the willful acts
of humans while natural evil involves things that just happen, such as natural disasters and
deadly diseases. While moral evils are easier for us to understand, the occurrence of natural evils
causes us more of a problem because there are no real explanations for why tragedies occur, and

no perpetrator to blame. The idea of natural evil is so troubling because it challenges not only the
belief in the omniscience or the omnipotence of God, but also the belief in the existence of God
all together.
When a tragedy occurs, such as a deadly tornado or earthquake, or an untimely death,
many questions about natural evil and God arise. We ask ourselves things like, why would God
send this deadly earthquake that destroyed so many homes and killed innocent people? Or why
would God take the life of this innocent child? During these times we often look to God for
answers and some kind of reasoning. We wonder things like, is God punishing me? Is He forcing
me to learn a lesson? What have I done wrong?
Harold Kushner’s When Bad Things Happen to Good People was written to help shed
light on some of these difficult questions. As a Rabbi who has helped suffering people through
dark times, and even experienced tremendous pain himself in the loss of his young son, Kushner
is someone who many people would consider a good man to go to for answers. Published in
1978 by Random House Inc., When Bad Things Happen to Good People addresses one of the
principal problems of theology, the contradiction of why, if the universe was created and is
governed by a God who is of a good and loving nature, there is still so much suffering and pain
in it. The book’s chapters, including “Why Do the Righteous Suffer?” and “What Good, Then, Is
Religion?” offer meaningful explanations to the problems of evil. Dedicated to Kushner’s son
Aaron, who died of progeria, an extremely rare genetic disorder at the young age of 14, Rabbi
Kushner offers comfort to grieving people. His answer to this age-old problem is that God does
his best and is with people in their suffering, but is not fully able to prevent it.
The 2011 film, The Tree of Life by Terrence Malick is another art form that offers
answers to these same questions, but through a more visual medium. The film stars actors Brad

Pitt and Jessica Chastain as Mr. and Mrs. O’Brien, the contrasting parents of three boys, and
Sean Penn as one of their sons, Jack. Taking place in the 1950s in Waco, Texas with flashes to
modern day, Malick paints the picture of a family that are good, loving, religious people who do
everything right, but tragedy still strikes them in the form of losing a son and brother. The film
addresses the questions of “How could this happen?” and “Where are the answers?” all while
following the suffering and despair that their loved one’s death has caused. The concept of a tree
of life has been commonly used in religion, biology, and philosophy. It applies to the
interconnection of all life on our planet and serves as a metaphor for common descent in the
sense of evolution. We see this design about 30 minutes into the film, in a visually beautiful
scene by Malick where the earth is created and the earliest forms of life come to existence. With
its profound music and images, this scene serves as a basis for this idea of interconnection, as
well as one of the major themes of this film, compassion.

2. Why is it deemed evil? How does the author present these evils to the reader?

We see these tragic situations as evil because so often in life bad things happen to
undeserving people. It seems so unfair for innocent people to suffer or die due to something that
we see as easily controllable by God, who we are taught to believe is all-powerful and allknowing. The untimely death of a beloved son leaves a family in pain for years to follow. A rare
genetic disorder takes the life of an innocent child before he even gets a chance to really live. All
the while we are left waiting for answers and praying to God for his mercy. We have a hard time
making sense of why He would continue to allow these devastating events to take place.

The death of nineteen year old R.L. O’Brien in The Tree of Life causes suffering and is
felt as evil by everyone in his family. Mrs. O’Brien especially struggles with this heartbreak, as
not only his mother but also a woman whose beliefs are rooted deep in her faith. As we watch
Malick’s take on the family’s suffering play out on screen, a voice over from Mrs. O’Brien is
played in a low, somber tone. She says, “The nuns taught us there were two ways through life the way of nature and the way of grace. You have to choose which one you'll follow...The nuns
taught us that no one who loves the way of grace ever comes to a bad end”(Malick). Mrs.
O’Brien chose the way of grace for herself and her family. Like so many of us, she believed that
if she was a good person, who did the right things and was a righteous follower of God, no bad
end would ever come for her. She taught her children and raised them in this same sense. Her
belief was that bad things shouldn’t, almost couldn’t happen to good people. It’s a belief that
many of us share based on our religious upbringings. It doesn’t make sense to us how doing all
the right things can still lead to suffering and evil.
The question of why the righteous suffer is also addressed in Harold Kushner’s When
Bad Things Happen to Good People. Rabbi Kushner talks about the basic question of natural
evil, “why do bad things just happen?” Kushner tells us about a young wife and mother named
Helen who was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. When facing her diagnosis Helen went to
Rabbi Kushner with her difficult questions about God. Kushner writes, “She wanted so
desperately to go on believing that, to hold onto her belief that God was in charge of things,
because if He wasn’t, who was? It was hard to live with multiple sclerosis, but it was even
harder to live with the idea that things happened to people for no reason, that God had lost touch
with the world and nobody was in the driver’s seat”(Kushner, 20). This is a perfect example of
what any faithful person questions in a time of despair or when considering why bad things

happen. We want to believe that God is watching out for us; but how do we know? We ask
ourselves in an attempt to find comfort, there has to be a reason, doesn’t it?
Our unanswered questions about loss, pain, and where God is in all of this can be
considered evil as well. When such tragic events take place, life changes tremendously. Evil does
not only impact the primary victim, but also all those who love and are impacted by that person.
Those affected are often times left feeling abandoned by life or God. They are faced with the
difficulty of learning to cope, and many other challenging questions, such as “what will I do
now?” and “will I ever be able to accept this?” The unknown is a scary thing, especially when it
is our faith that we are questioning. We are taught to look to God for comfort and answers in our
dark times, but it is difficult to look to God when we are questioning His actions or lack thereof.

3. What is our response to these forms of evil?

So how do we survive? How we choose to carry on is up to each of us individually, but
one thing has always remained the same. For centuries humans have been faced with these same
situations, the world has never stopped spinning, and life continues to go on. There is no definite
answer to what the right thing to do is or the right way to respond to evil things; however, there
are things that we can choose to believe and things that we can choose to do.
The Bible has a response to why God does not prevent these awful occurrences from
happening in the Book of Job. The Book of Job addresses this theme of God’s justice in the face
of human suffering. The Tree of Life begins with a famous quote, "Where were you when I laid
the foundations of the Earth, when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy?" (Job 38:4, 7) This quote presents the idea that the problem we see with the

presence of evil in our world is not for us to question. The line “Where were you when I laid the
foundations of the Earth” speaks of the big picture, the idea that in the grand scheme of the
universe, we are in no place to ask God for an explanation. Kushner offers the example of God as
a wise, caring parent and us as naive children. There is no way of us knowing these answers. As
faithful people we can choose simply to have trust in God and His plan.
There is also the case of free will, or the belief that we each have the ability to make
choices that are not controlled by fate or by God. In The Logical Problem of Evil, James Beebe
writes that if God eliminated evil, he would have to eliminate the greater good of free will as
well. Taking away our free will as humans would prevent us from experiencing evil, but it would
also prevent us from experiencing things like joy and love. Beebe offers a quote from Alvin
Plantinga that expresses this idea. “God’s creation of persons with morally significant free will is
something of tremendous value. God could not eliminate much of the evil and suffering in this
world without thereby eliminating the greater good of having created persons with free will with
whom he could have relationships and who are able to love one another and do good deeds”
(Beebe, n. p.). To be human we have to experience both the good and the bad; it could never be
all good or we wouldn’t be a part of God’s grand scheme. We can choose which path to follow,
the path that will lead us to God or the path that will lead us to the evil one. As humans we know
what’s right and what’s wrong and we are free to make our own decisions.
Another way we can address the problem of evil is to choose to learn and grow from it.
The only way we can truly learn compassion and empathy towards others is through suffering.
Although God does not intentionally send us pain to make us grow, we absolutely grow from it.
Evils such as tragic death or disease actually in a way help us to be more grateful, humble, and
humane to others. In his book Where the Hell is God? Richard Leonard shares this idea. He

writes, “I think that spiritual sanity rests in seeing that every moment of every day God does
what he did on Good Friday, not to allow evil, death, and destruction to have the last word, but to
ennoble humanity with an extraordinary resilience, and through the power of amazing grace, to
enable us to make even the worst situations positive and let light and life have the last word”
(Leonard, 14).
No one on our planet is exempt from experiencing evil and suffering.. Suffering is
viewed by humans as evil because there is no quick or easy way out of it, and there are no
concrete answers for why we must feel the way we do when we are going through a loss or great
misfortune. We have no choice but to carry on, and in doing so we must be able to face our evils
with some type of understanding. Although suffering is a burden to us, we come out stronger and
wiser in life. We become able to comfort others and offer insights to those who have their own
set of questions. There may never be definite answers, but the compassion that is born of
suffering offers consolation to our fellow victims of evil.

Conclusion

Trying to explain and understand the evil that we endure in our lives is a hard concept to
grasp. People will always ask the question, why does God allow us to suffer? There are many
different insights on why the righteous suffer and many different takes on the problem of evil. It
is important to consider these when coming up with our own responses to evil and how we
answer the question “why do bad things happen?”
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James Koch

Monsieur Vincent: Advisor to the Wealthy, Servant of the Poor
Introduction
Monsieur Vincent, directed by Maurice Cloche, is a film which shows the selfless journey
of Vincent De Paul as he dedicates his life to helping the poor, advising the wealthy, and
revitalizing the Catholic Church throughout France. With an ideological approach, the delivery
of themes pertaining to charity, religion, and social class can be analyzed. In particular the bold,
charitable character of Vincent challenges the beliefs of even the most selfless individuals.
A Critical Essay
Instead of beginning at an earlier time in Vincent De Paul’s life, the film picks up in 1617
half way through his life with him arriving in Chatillon-les-Dombes as the new curètor of an
abandoned parish. After a discouraging welcome, Vincent buries a plague victim, earns the
respect of the lord and townspeople, and ultimately revitalizes the Catholic faith of the town
before returning to Paris at the request of Madame de Gondi. After the de Gondi family gives
him enough money to fund his Congregation of the Mission, he is appointed chaplain to the
King's Galleys but eventually resigns after his reluctant acceptance. The rest of the film depicts
Vincent's service and the founding of the Ladies of Charity, the Daughters of Charity, and a

hospital for the prisoners of the galleys as well as the struggles that accompanied these tasks.
Monsieur Vincent won the Special Achievement Academy Award in 1948 "largely thanks to the
superb performance by Pierre Fresnay" (Wolfe, n.p.).

One of the most dominant messages of the film Monsieur Vincent is that French society
in the late sixteenth to early seventeenth century, concerned with plague, was overall not a
joyous time for the majority of the population. Furthermore, this era in France as depicted in the
film also exhibits extreme separation between the poor and the wealthy with most people
concerned with worldly pleasures rather than their faith. Cloche uses several camera techniques
to emphasize this anti-humanitarian mentality that most people had in these late medieval times.
The first scene of the film when Vincent arrives in the unhappy town of Chatillon is one of
several thoroughly planned sequences of shots by Cloche showing the selfishness of society.
While the act of Vincent bombarded by stones as he walks through town is sufficient to show the
townspeople's distaste for visitors, their cowardice is embellished by how the scene is shot.
Alternating shots of Vincent dodging stones at street level to empty second story windows with
rustling leaves and closing doors shot from his point of view are the only evidence for the source
of rocks being hurled at the back of his head. By not showing the faces of the culprits, the people
of society are generalized as cowardly and only concerned for themselves. This seems to have
been the trend of society at this time in history, and this same interpretation of Cloche's film has
been presented in The New York Times by reviewer Bosley Crowther who wrote: "The producers
have put into the film some poignant and shocking demonstrations of inhumanity in seventeenthcentury France" (Crowther n.p.). Another scene that expresses the self-centeredness of society
takes place in the house of Monsieur Benier's house. By using extravagant costumes for the

wealthy individuals inside, and dialogue that confirms they are partying their cares away, it is
clear that the director wants them to appear as stuck-up snobs too concerned with avoiding the
plague to help a sick, innocent woman. The most powerful part of this scene is a shot/reverse
shot that uses a camera angle looking down on Vincent from the window as he leaves to visit the
sick woman. This angle used by Cloche can be interpreted as a depiction of the social difference
between the humble Vincent and the selfish upper class that look down upon acts of
righteousness from their higher position. This scene has appropriately been described as "a stark
dramatic contrast between the appalling physical and moral poverty of St. Vincent’s times and
the realism and moral authority with which Vincent confronts them" (Greydanus, n.p.) which
supports the previously suggested ideological purpose of this film. Overall, in the first scene of
the film the director does well through camera angles, shot sequences, and an effective mis-enscene to portray the anti-humanitarian mentality of French society during the time of St. Vincent
De Paul's life.
In addition to emphasizing the presence of a socio-economic gap between the rich and the
poor in France during Vincent's life, there are several features in the film by which Maurice
Cloche conveys the importance of charity and how Vincent's work helps to bridge this gap. In
particular, one feature of design throughout the film is the use of zoomed out shots that capture
both Vincent and the poor individuals that he interacts with. After the characters become
acquainted in a particular scene, the frame encompassing Vincent and the poor emphasizes
understanding, spiritual, and emotional connections with each person he serves. One example of
this is when Vincent lets a homeless man sleep in his room. The shot of them talking and then
sleeping in the same frame shows that Vincent is doing more than merely giving this man a place
to stay; he is lifting the spirit of the poor man by acting as his equal. This scene also possesses

another element used by the director to express how Vincent puts the less fortunate before him to
make them feel more accepted in society. This element is the positioning of the homeless man in
the foreground of the shot while they are sleeping. This element is also seen in the scene when
the Ladies of Charity have an intervention claiming they cannot take in anymore children. In this
shot the director positions Vincent behind the table where he places an infant so the viewer again
sees Vincent in the background. This asserts his support for the wellbeing of the infant even
though the Ladies of Charity do not wish to take it in. These shots with Vincent positioned
behind the poor are crucial to conveying the concept that he was a man of unquestionable
devotion to the poor since he literally always put their interests before his own.
With respect to the wealthy, the same shots of face to face interactions with Vincent
occur with them as when he interacts with the poor. This overall trend in encounters establishes
the idea that Vincent considered the poor and the wealthy to be on equal ground and it helps to
create the theme that people of all classes should be treated the same. This same devotion can be
found in many of his writings where he says things like the following: "We cannot better assure
our eternal happiness than by the living and dying in the service of the poor, in the arms of
providence, and with genuine renouncement of ourselves in order to follow Jesus Christ" (Scott,
n.p.) Just as Cloche tries to get across, Vincent believed that it is important for all people to
renounce their own status (especially the wealthy) and devote themselves to the poor as Christ
did. Just as one would be challenged to act like Jesus, Vincent's demeanor with the poor in this
film causes the viewers to question their own ideals and attitude towards the poor. Viewers may
ask themselves: Would I be able to live in the same impoverished conditions as he did? And
more importantly: Would I share my room with a sick homeless person? At any rate, the result is
that the film's depiction of Vincent's actions establishes him as a role model for acting charitably,

and according to an analysis on the French historical context of certain films, Monsieur Vincent
is one of several films that offer "positive, heroic national male role models during the post-war
restoration of patriarchal authority" (Brown n.p.).
Perhaps the most important outcome of the film Monsieur Vincent as directed by Cloche
is the establishment of the unmatched determination and dedication of Vincent De Paul to
serving the poor. Scenes that show Vincent's struggles to get the wealthy to acknowledge and
help the poor are the most useful in showing these traits. One feature these scenes have in
common is an intense depiction of his determination by slowly zooming in on Pierre Fresnay's
face, who "brings Vincent vividly to life" (Wolfe, n.p.). This camera technique is used in scenes
such as when Vincent is treating the wound of the lord of Chatillon and is explaining to him that
he needs to care for his poor townspeople. This scene, among others, also has another feature of
design which is the shifting of the camera to be directly in the concerned gaze of Vincent as it is
zoomed in on his face. Both of these elements used by Cloche, along with Fresnay's
performance, are extremely powerful and establish the devoted and concerned character of
Vincent which has been described as "a rare delicacy of feeling" (Leonard, 1937 p. 8). The same
intensity is carried by these features of design throughout the film as he interacts with the
wealthy as if they owe a great debt to the poor. The bold conversations Vincent has with
powerful people who trust his advice establish how he is able to gather so much funding and
support for his missions. As one reviewer put it: "Vincent was, in point of fact, a sort of Steve
Jobs (minus the arrogance) for Catholic charities in his day, a man who networked relentlessly",
and this film definitely shows why the rich regarded him so highly. With that said, Monsieur
Vincent still manages to remind the viewer that Vincent was not comfortable living in luxury
while there were poor people living in misery. In fact, the previously mentioned shots that put

him and the poor on level ground remind the viewer that he preferred to be among the poor and it
has been rightfully said that "he had no desire for the dignities to which he might have aspired"
(Leonard, 1937 p. 21). Lastly, with all of the opportunities that he is presented in the film to live
a lavish lifestyle, the director forces the viewer to consider if he or she would be able to live as
modestly and as diligently for the poor as St. Vincent De Paul did.
Conclusion
Through the analysis of the film Monsieur Vincent, the ideological intentions and
methods used by the director have been interpreted. Through the use of camera techniques and
various features of design in the film, director Maurice Cloche conveys the remarkable character
of St. Vincent De Paul, the society of France at the time, and the importance of charity which
challenges the moral beliefs of the viewer.
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Alysha Mercendetti
*** Responding to God’s Love
Introduction
In his complex, yet highly enlightening book Where the Hell is God? Richard Leonard
writes: “We are invited to respond to God’s love, not forced or programmed by it” (25). Upon
creating us, God gave each person the power of free will. However, because God granted us this
ability, we sometimes give in to sin and temptation. My thesis is: With God’s gift of free will
comes the biggest choice we as followers have, and that is to either love God or to turn away
from him and sin.

God is not responsible for evil
Of course God wants us to love him as much as he loves us. The world would be a much
better place if that were the case. There would be no pain and suffering because God’s people
would never sin against him. Unfortunately, what God wants for us and what we choose in our
lives are sometimes two completely different things. Because we have free will, which according

to Theopedia, an encyclopedia of Biblical Christianity, is “the ability to make choices without
any prior prejudice, inclination, or disposition” (n.p), it is up to us to make the choice either to
follow God or to turn away from him and sin. It becomes clear through a reading of book XII of
The City of God, that St. Augustine holds a similar view. He emphasizes: “The cause of the bliss
of others is their adherence to God; and so the cause of the misery of the apostates must be taken
to the exact contrary, their failure to adhere to him” (471). Here, St. Augustine is alluding to the
fact that we are not victims of fate, but we have the power to shape our lives depending on how
we choose to live. We can choose to be righteous followers of God and avoid sin, or perhaps we
might choose the alternate route, give in to temptation, and turn away from God. Everything we
do is a result of the power of free will. God gave us this authority; however, it is not his fault that
sometimes we choose to abuse that power.
God additionally created every human pure, and free of sin. It is only in our selfish
actions that we can change the nature of our untainted being. Pseudo-Dionysius supports this
claim in The Divine Names by stating: “All beings, to the extent that they exist, are good and
come from the Good and they fall short of goodness and being in proportion to their remoteness
to the Good” (87). “Falling away from the good” results in our indirect bringing of evil into the
world.
We are often misguided to believe that because God created the world and everything in
it, is it in fact he who brought evil upon us. As humans, we like to accept this way of thinking
because no one wants to take the blame for the overwhelming wickedness that sometimes enters
into our lives. Along with our tendency to place the blame on somebody else and target God as
the reason for evil and suffering, we additionally do not like to admit that we have faults. An
excerpt taken from Peter Van Breemen, S.J.’s book, The God Who Won’t Let Go,” reads, “…the

fact that we can say ‘yes’ to God in the larger context and at the same time ‘no’ in the details is
even more awful” (48). He is referencing the desire of humans to be recognized for every good
thing that we do, but also our inability to accept the fact that we are not perfect and have a
tendency to sin. We try to make excuses and cover for ourselves because we figure that this is
better than admitting that we sinned and gone against God. This would consequently mean that
we caused our own suffering, and it is that exact reality that we cannot face as humans.
A common misconception that comes along with many people’s response to evil is the
idea that God sends pain and suffering into our lives to teach us some sort of lesson. This
however cannot be true because God is not responsible for the evil and suffering that are present
in the world. It was not God’s intention for individuals to learn from the evil that he supposedly
“sent them,” but this does not mean that we cannot gain knowledge to help us mature both
spiritually and emotionally from the evil that we encounter in our lives.

Humans have a choice to love God
Richard Leonard makes it clear that God offers us the gift of love in saying that “now
claimed by the love of Christ, we are no longer slaves, but his friends; indeed, through the
redeeming work of Christ we have been welcomed into God’s family” (37). God’s offering of
love to us is only step one of the process. Once we grasp this concept, the free will that we were
granted by God comes into play. Nobody is making us take the decisions we ultimately choose to
make. That power is in our own hands.
Because we are not “forced” to respond to God’s love, human choice sometimes
adversely affects our lives. Individuals may choose to go down the wrong path, sin, and
ultimately bring evil into the world. The Bible says: “For I know the plans I have for you,

declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah
29:11). The question remains not whether God has a promising or hopeless future for us, but
instead, how we will choose to respond to the circumstances that happen in our lives.
These circumstances can come in a number of different varieties. For example, the lives
of Richard Leonard and his family took a turn for the worse when they found that his sister,
Tracey was involved in a terrible accident. Although this was difficult to face, Leonard took the
experience and made it a positive one. His mindset was based upon the idea that God is there
with us through not only the good times, but more importantly in our times of trouble. This
approach helped him immensely during a distressful period in his life.
Similarly, in his book, Make a Difference, Dr. Melvin L. Cheatham writes about a lifechanging opportunity that he was given. He received a call saying that doctors were needed in
South Korea. He fit all the qualifications and he knew that he should go, but he and his family
were not in the position to take that specific missionary trip. They had different plans. With some
deep thinking and prayer, he decided that his best bet was to go. Cheatham stresses: “As Jesus
demonstrated through His earthly ministry, God’s plan calls us to bring help, healing and hope to
people one person at a time” (9). Both Cheatham and Leonard responded to God’s call in
positive ways. Although they were in two completely different situations, it was their faith in
God that guided them through and helped them to respond to God’s love with optimistic minds
and hearts. The Letter to the Hebrews says: “And without faith it is impossible to please God,
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who
earnestly seek him” (11:6).
Others who are faced with challenges sometimes begin to question their faith or suggest
that God is “out to get them.” James R. Beebe supports this school of thought by saying that “the

existence of evil and suffering in our world seems to pose a serious challenge to belief in the
existence of a perfect God” (n.p). We may think to ourselves, “I’ve done everything right, yet
bad things continue to happen to me,” and therefore we conclude that God cannot possibly exist.
In reference to the fact that enduring pain and suffering happen to both the wicked and the
righteous alike, St. Augustine proposes: “In this way there is salutary instruction from God, even
in situations where God’s justice is not apparent” (896-897). Although it is sometimes difficult to
sense God’s presence in all situations, it is our job to dig deeper and try to turn the circumstances
around. We have to ask ourselves how God would want us to act in response to any occurrence
be it a good or bad one.
There are countless instances, even in the lives of biblical and saintly figures, of God’s
existence being doubted. Mother Teresa for example experienced an intense period of disbelief
and skepticism during her lifetime. After she became ill she began feeling as if God had deserted
her. She started questioning God’s presence. Soon enough, she realized that in comparison to
what Jesus underwent during crucifixion and what poor people struggle with daily, her situation
was not that awful. Although in the beginning of her sickness, Mother Teresa responded
negatively, before long she recognized that others have it worse and went on devoting her life to
those less fortunate. With the power of faith, she was able to learn from her situation and think in
a more positive light.
Turning away from God is a common response to evil’s lurking presence in our lives.
Those who struggle with doubt or disbelief might find hope in this Bible verse: “Trust in
the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to
him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and
shun evil” (Proverbs 3:5-7). The story of Job commented on by Joan Acocella is a perfect

representation of this quote. He is challenged time and time again by God, but never lets these
evil occurrences get the best of him. Acocella writes:
“When God first unleashes Satan on Job, he tells him that he must not damage the man
physically. So Satan just kills Job’s children, servants, and livestock. In response, Job tears his
robe, shaves his head, falls to the ground and worships God. Again and again Job is told to throw
in the towel. “His wife tells him to give up: ‘Curse God and die.’ But Job stands firm: ‘Shall we
receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?’” (83) Clearly Job understands
his role in life. He knows God’s call for him and responds to God’s love with fear and a devout
and undying belief in him. Nothing that he endures is enough for Job to throw away the
foundation of his life - his faith in God.

Conclusion
Regardless of the encounters that we face in life, whether they are good or bad, we are
always left with a choice. We can either respond by opening up to God’s love and making each
situation a positive learning experience, or we can turn away from God and refuse the love that
he offers us. If we look to our faith, the challenges that we are faced with can be easily
overcome. We should always remember that any experience, if we have the right mindset, can be
made into an opportunity for wisdom and deeper understanding.
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Bradley DeLano, D.C.
(SJFC Class of 2011)
On Returning to Fisher

Upon learning of my current position as an Adjunct Professor at SJFC, Dr. Rev Michael
Costanzo asked me to write an article for Verbum. It seems appropriate to write about my
experience at Fisher, followed by the academic journey that came after, then how I arrived back
teaching in the same rooms in which I was formed.
My arrival to SJFC in 2007 came with some uncertainty that any liberal arts student
encounters. Not knowing if my future should be in Pharmacy or in a lab, I was a biology
freshman without a cause. It was during these early years at Fisher that I first had an adjunct lab
professor who was a neurology doctoral candidate, enjoying some teaching after his normal work
hours. At the time, this seemed like something I could see myself doing. Before my third year of
undergraduate studies, I only knew that my future would be somewhere inside the health
professions. Not until Junior Seminar was my suspicion of wanting to attend Chiropractic school
(my ultimate calling) confirmed and translated into action.

After graduation in 2011, my life shifted into graduate school at New York Chiropractic
College in Seneca Falls, NY. The program is three and one third years of intense science and
technique classes, as well as clinical internships. I was lucky to treat a variety of patients through
the NYCC. I treated at a number of athletic events, including the Rochester Marathon, and
interned and had the honor to treat veterans of the armed forces at the Rochester VA medical
center.
Upon graduation with my Doctor of Chiropractic degree, I started my own practice in
Rochester, Genesee Chiropractic, and also thought back to the adjunct professor from my early
Fisher days. Obviously now a member of the biology department at SJFC as a professor of
Human Physiology, I have been enjoying my experience with the students and experiencing my
own personal growth with every class.

Ancient Temple, Rome, Italy
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Katie Kreutter
(Class of 2009)
Vocation is a Journey, not a Destination
Unlike many of my peers, I started at Fisher as a freshman back in 2005 thinking that I knew what I wanted to
do with my life. I had a clear goal in mind—video production—and was confident that enrolling in the C / J
major would help me achieve it. While the courses, professors, and extracurricular opportunities within the
program certainly fueled my passion for this field, with each passing year I became more aware that this
might not be the best long-term career choice for me.
Vocation. It’s a term typically associated with ministry but in actuality the definition is quite general and
applicable across disciplines: “A strong impulse or inclination to follow a particular activity or career,” or “A
particular occupation, business, or profession; calling” (emphasis my own). Calling is another word that tends
to carry religious connotation, yet here it is used in reference to one’s occupation, however that might look
for each person. I have heard it said that one’s calling could be characterized by the cross section of one’s
greatest strength and one’s greatest passion. At the start of my tenure at Fisher I thought I had a sense of
calling. As I approached graduation, however, I realized that sense was driving me towards ministry after all.
This determination was not arrived at lightly or quickly. It was not a “lightning bolt from the sky” moment or
any particular miraculous occurrence. Rather, it was the culmination of much reflection, interaction with
peers and faculty members, involvement with ministry and service opportunities on campus, and more.
After graduation I participated in a year of AmeriCORPS*VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) program
and was placed at a local non-profit mentoring organization with a mental health focus. This experience
furthered my sense of call and reaffirmed my belief that social justice, outreach, and community engagement
cannot be separated from ministry, and that all can and indeed must be called to ministry in this sense of
loving and caring for one another. After completion of this year of service, I accepted a position at the
organization and began applying to seminaries. I ultimately decided upon studying locally in order to keep
my position as a part-time Community Outreach and Engagement program assistant, which I found very
meaningful and enjoyable. Around this same time, I was offered and accepted a Campus Ministry Coordinator
position at a local college. I saw this as an opportunity to come full circle since my involvement with campus
ministry as a student at Fisher had been so formative to my spiritual development and I wanted to be part of
facilitating this experience for others. I also served at a local assisted living facility, interacting with elderly

residents and leading worship services there. I’ve had some of my most rewarding memories to date at this
location, gleaning from the spirited wisdom of those whom I encountered with lifetimes of experiences, and I
am grateful for the opportunity to keep in touch with some of these individuals.
During this period, I learned much about myself and ministry, mainly that I was a work in progress and that a
seminary student graduates with more questions than answers. At first, I found this ambiguity unsettling but
came to appreciate it over time. If God, theology, spirituality, and the like could be standardized and
rigorously defined I do not believe they would be worth following and exploring. It was out of this lack of
clear definition that I pursued a Clinical Pastoral Education experience at Strong Memorial Hospital, in which
I am still a participant. This incredible time of learning has enabled me to serve as a chaplain on the pediatric
and psychiatric units, as well as hospital wide. The interactions I have with staff and patients are not always
overtly spiritual, yet remain incredibly humbling and sacred as I have the gift of being present during the
most momentous times of others’ lives, whether they are times of sadness and pain or joy and celebration. I
have prayed with families at the bedside of a loved one who has died or is unresponsive and I have watched
ill newborns and children grow stronger each day until they are able to go home. I see the Spirit moving on a
daily basis in all kinds of circumstances and am honored for this opportunity. Yet I am reminded that the
Spirit moves in this way at all times and in all places and all have this same opportunity, regardless of setting,
station, or vocation.
Looking forward, I know not what the future holds, and I believe it has taken me this long to be not only
accepting of but grateful for this reality. I have learned that vocational pursuit is not exclusive to ministry and
not restricted to one particular job or position or life experience. Vocation is a journey, not a destination, and
each day is an opportunity for learning, confusion, challenge, messiness, and excitement even in the midst of
what might seem mundane. The clichés are true: We only live once. Make the most of every moment. Carpe
diem.

Katie Kreutter with her parents on Graduation Day 2014 from Golgate Divinity

Dr. Michele Bonnevie Vaughn

Love and Family
Mark 12:31
“Love your neighbor as yourself."

The first definition the Dictionary offers for neighbor is:
“A person who lives near another”
But, how do you define near? How near is near? Or is near simply a feeling?
The relationship between Bill and me can use multiple variations of the word near.
Near can be a floor above, as it was at Murphy Hall where we first met on our freshman
year at St. John Fisher. Bill was a resident on Murphy ground while I lived “nearby”,
one floor above. This is where our love, unbeknownst to us, began to grow. We
became friends and stayed in touch periodically throughout our years at Fisher.
Whether or not we would, in the future, be “near” each other, it did not matter. ”Near” is
just a word with a very subjective definition.
Upon graduation from Fisher, Bill moved to Allentown, PA to pursue his career with
Wegmans. Meanwhile, I stayed “nearby” to pursue my passion for dentistry and
attended the University Of Buffalo School Of Dental Medicine. Throughout dental
school Bill and I would check in with one another from time to time with no knowledge of
what our relationship would become.
1 Corinthians 13:4
“Love is patient, love is kind.”

Patience is what brought Bill’s and my relationship to full fruition. Bill had recently
relocated to Harrisburg, PA with new opportunities with Wegmans. I was busy finishing
dental school, taking licensing exams and choosing a residency. While we may not
have realized how much this patience would pay off, it is what brought us closer
together even if we weren’t “near.” Our relationship moved to the next level with Bill
asking for my hand in marriage while visiting him in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. After
residency, I moved to Pennsylvania to start my career and life with Bill.
Mark 10:6-9
"But at the beginning of creation God 'made them male and female. For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.' So they are no longer
two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."

After a year of planning and many ups and downs, we were honored to have Fr.
Costanzo to officiate at our wedding on September 7, 2013 in my hometown of Grand
Island, NY. Our relationship continued to grow and change in this first year of marriage.
Living away from family was very hard for me but I would not trade that time. Bill and I
learned to rely on each other and grow further together as a couple. We knew we
wanted a family but were leaving the timing up to God.
Genesis 1:28
“And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing
that moves on the earth.’”

It was a surprise to us both when I told Bill that I was pregnant just four short months
after our wedding. With the announcement of Baby Vaughn on the way, Bill and I faced
some new life changes. I wanted to be back with family to raise our child. Bill was
reluctant at first but then agreed that it would be the best thing for our growing family. A
month after moving back we welcomed our first child, Amelia Grace, on September 13th,
2014. Bill was promoted shortly after arriving in Buffalo and is excelling in his career.
His has nicknamed our daughter his little “love bug” and she is wrapped around his
finger! I work as an associate with a dentist whom I met while traveling to Guatemala
for my dental mission work. I am very blessed to have such a wonderful family and
have this opportunity to watch Amelia grow and learn. We are in the process of buying
our first house in Grand Island that we can call home as we continue to raise our family
and be a part of the Fisher community. If someone had told me in 2003 that Bill and I
would be married with a family eleven years later, I wouldn’t have believed him or her,
but I am very happy that life brought us back together.

Michele, Amelia, Bill Vaughn

Bill’s “love bug”

PARENT AND CHILD

“How Do I Love Thee, Mom? Let me count the Ways”
Evan Gage Staples
Son of Dr. Emily Dane-Staples and Scott Staples
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Emalie Ratt

Twofold Transformation

I would not consider the home I grew up in to be a typically religious home. There were
certain characteristics that made it a religious home, but I do not think an outsider looking in
would immediately label it that way. There are seven people in my family. I am the middle
child and I have an older brother and sister, and a younger brother and sister. From the time I
can first remember I have always believed in God and I was baptized at the age of 12.
The reason that my home is a religious one is my mother. My mother is very strong in
her faith in God and has always set the example for me and my siblings. She took us to church
every Sunday and tried to take us to as many church functions as possible. My father was the
complete opposite of my mother. My father was an alcoholic from the time he was a teenager
and struggled for many years. My parents met at a summer camp the summer before my
mother’s junior year of high school. She got pregnant with my older sister Hope a year later. It
is highly likely that if she hadn’t gotten pregnant they would have never gotten married and I
would not exist today.
My father was abused throughout his childhood, and had many deaths in the family; the
only way to describe my father was that he was a broken man. He had a huge amount of anger

that he just held inside and drowned with alcohol. He refused to go to church and I often heard
him call it pointless and stupid. These conflicting messages that we were receiving in our home
were definitely hard to deal with and I know they affected me and my siblings in different ways.
No one in our town really knew about my father’s issues and many people called our family
religious because we went to different church functions all the time.
My freshman year of high school, after one violent drunken outburst by my father, my
mother finally demanded change. He was arrested and he went away to rehab. The elders from
the church came to our house that night and prayed with us. I loved my father, but he made it
really hard sometimes and I was extremely embarrassed in this moment. After this one night our
home completely changed. My father was only away for two weeks instead of the whole thirty
days and I didn’t know what was going to happen. Something had changed in my father and he
began changing more and more every day. For the next few years things were still really hard at
home. My parents’ marriage was still suffering and my father still had a lot of anger in his heart.
Eventually I went away to St. John Fisher and was home a lot less. It was really hard
being away from home because I wanted to know what was going on and I wanted to make sure
my mom and siblings were alright. Even though I am the middle child, I have always been the
“mothering” one among my siblings. The summer after my freshman year my father had a heart
attack and was diagnosed with diabetes. When this happened I didn’t really know how to feel
about it. There were times throughout my childhood when things were so bad that I often wished
my father would just disappear. I loved him and I didn’t want him to die, and I felt very guilty
for having wished those things when I was younger.
Throughout that summer, my father began to come to me with questions about God and
the bible. He asked what one has to do to be saved. This really struck me at the time, and I had

a hard time answering. I’m not really sure why he came to me out of everyone but it really
moved me. I told him that all he had to do was believe that Jesus died for his sins, that he is his
savior, and ask for forgiveness for his sins. This was the best answer that I could give for just
being put on the spot like that. After that day my father began to go to church with us every
Sunday and he really changed.
I had always considered myself to be a Christian and that I was saved; but it was during
this time that something changed for me as well. I began to question my own faith and the way I
had been living my life. At school I was friends with all the wrong people, and I was doing
things I knew were wrong. My father was baptized in the following February and it was one of
the most moving, emotional, and important moments in my life. Beforehand my father said a
prayer in front of those gathered as tears streamed down his face. He came out of the water with
a smile on his face. I struggled to hold back tears as I held my mom’s hands. I realized that my
faith was one of the most important things in my life, and it should be what I am living my life
for. My father was not a good man, but eventually he became a great man, a great father, and a
great husband. Growing up in my religious home was not typical, but as time has gone by it has
become more typically religious, and a peaceful home. My father’s desk is covered with bibles
and other religious books, and there is always Christian music playing.

Ancient Bridge, Rome, Italy
(Photo by MC)

FACULTY ESSAY

Dr. Timothy Madigan

You’re a Good Man, Charles Schulz

A beloved comic strip which in a sense both ceased to exist and yet continues to be
published is “Peanuts,” created by Charles Schulz. Begun in 1950 with the original title “Li’l
Folks” (Schulz hated the title “Peanuts,” which was imposed upon him by the syndicate which
published the strip), it ran for an astonishing 50 years, ceasing publication in 2000, just a few
days before Schulz’s own death. Unlike most other comic strips, Schulz was not only its sole
writer—he actually drew each and every strip himself, an almost unheard of state of affairs in an
industry where creators usually have assistants doing much of the artwork, where many original
creators eventually lose control of their creations, and where the characters “live on” long after
their originators depart, willingly or otherwise.
As David Michaelis points out in his 2007 book Schulz and Peanuts: A Biography, it’s
not too much to say that Charles Schulz and his creations---Charlie and Sally Brown, Lucy and

Linus Van Pelt, Schroeder, “Pig-Pen”, Snoopy and Woodstock—were impossible to separate.
The comic strip was Schulz’s life, and he put much of his own whimsical attitudes in it. It’s not
surprising, perhaps, that he refused to relinquish control, and stipulated that, while the original
strips could continue to appear after his death, no one else could take over “Peanuts,” as was
done with other such strips as “Little Orphan Annie,” “Blondie,” or “Dick Tracy.” “Peanuts” was
Charles Schulz.
Perhaps it’s not purely coincidental that Schulz—a man who was very learned in
intellectual issues—began to be published at almost the same time as the philosophy known as
Existentialism came into the American public’s consciousness. Michaelis quotes Schulz as
saying: “I’m not a philosopher . . . I’m not that well-educated” (Michaelis, Schulz and Peanuts:
A Biography 2007: page 394).
But, as Shakespeare might say, Schulz doth protest too much. While it was primarily a
humorous “comic,” “Peanuts” was itself labeled as “existential” from an early stage, as it dealt
with such themes as loneliness, dread, contingency, and despair, all of which could be found in
the works of such Existential thinkers as Soren Kierkegaard, Friedrich Nietzsche, Martin
Heidegger, and Albert Camus. In particular, one can find many similarities between Jean-Paul
Sartre’s famous 1944 play No Exit and the “Peanuts” world. Both seem to take place in a selfenclosed absurd setting, where characters (Estelle, Garcin and Inez in Sartre’s work, and Charlie
Brown and the Little Red-haired Girl, Sally Brown and Linus, Lucy and Schroeder, among
others in Schulz’s universe) never seem to connect, and engage in endless variations of

unrequited love and abusive relationships. Yet, unlike in Sartre’s hellish world, the “Peanuts”
gang does form a genuine community, and by somehow surviving the daily travails of their
environment through their constant philosophical questionings they help us all to better
understand the human condition. Like the eternal rock pusher at the end of Camus’s seminal
essay “The Myth of Sisyphus”, one must imagine Charlie Brown happy.
One example, among countless others, of the “Peanuts” community in action can be
found in the strip appearing on Sunday, September 17, 1967 (the Sunday strips, by the way, took
a full page in the newspaper, and unlike the daily strips they were entitled “Peanuts Featuring
‘Good Ol’ Charlie Brown’”—one small way for Schulz to try to transcend the title he was stuck
with but never loved). In it, Charlie Brown stands, as is his wont, on the pitcher’s mound during
a typical losing game for his team. “Nine home runs in a row!! Good Grief!” he intones. His
catcher Schroeder comes up to the mound to ask him what the cause of his outburst is. “We’re
getting slaughtered again, Schroeder,” he says. “I don’t know what to do. Why do we have to
suffer like this?” A perfectly reasonable question—indeed, regular readers of the strip might well
ask that question about the “Peanuts” gang in general, as the team never wins a game, the love
circles never close, and Charlie Brown never gets to kick the football Lucy holds so enticingly at
the beginning of every football season. But Schroeder gives a rather perplexing response: “Man
is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward.” Not surprisingly, Charlie Brown can only reply by
asking “What?”

At this point, Linus comes up to the mound to inform the befuddled pitcher/manager that
Schroeder had been quoting from the Old Testament’s Book of Job, seventh verse, fifth chapter.
Linus—the resident intellectual, noted for his brilliance but also for his insecurity which causes
him to suck his thumb and hold onto his blanket to endure the world’s travails—starts to explain
why the problem of suffering is such a profound one. But his bossy sister Lucy interrupts him in
mid-sentence, as is her wont, to assert, “If a person has bad luck, it’s because he’s done
something wrong. That’s what I always say.” As Schroeder reminds her, that is exactly what
Job’s friends tell him when he is afflicted with boils and other unbearable sufferings, even
though he knows he is a good and faithful servant to God. Unimpressed, Lucy tells him, “What
about Job’s wife? I don’t think she gets enough credit!” Those who know the Book of Job will
recall her advice to her husband when he asks why he is being made to suffer so: “Curse God
and die.” A very Lucy-like response!
The rest of the panels consist of other characters discussing various reasons why
suffering may occur, with a thoughtful-looking Snoopy taking in the deep discussion. It is a
master class on getting across rather profound observations in a ridiculous setting, not unlike a
play by Samuel Beckett or indeed Archibald MacLeish’s 1958 play J.B., itself a variation of the
Book of Job. And to cap it all off, the final panel shows Charlie Brown, alone again on his sad
pitcher’s mound, with a forlorn expression on his face. “I don’t have a ball team . . .” he moans,
“I have a theological seminary.” A pessimist might say this shows the futility of the “Peanuts”

world but an optimist would say that, while the team never seems to win a game, it does have
some great conversations.
One of the strengths of “Peanuts” was the way that Schulz was able to time and again
return to the same themes, but give them interesting—and often unexpected—variations. This is
best demonstrated by the annual tradition, every autumn, of having Charlie Brown rush
passionately down the field to kick the football Lucy is holding, only to have it snatched away at
the last second. David Michaelis writes about this yearly event: “Schulz originally drew the
football-kicking episode to show that Charlie Brown was incapable of combating Lucy’s
shrewdness . . . From first (1952) to last (1999), each setup of the football encouraged Charlie
Brown to one more act of determination and, ultimately, martyrdom” (Michaelis, 2007: page
510).
But Schulz, in the very last such example in 1999, threw a curve ball at his readers. Lucy
is suddenly called into the house by her mother. She asks her baby brother Rerun to hold the ball
for her. When he enters the home she asks him anxiously, “What happened? Did you pull the
ball away? Did he kick it? What happened?” To which Rerun slyly says in return, “You’ll never
know. . .” And neither will we! Perhaps Good Old Charlie Brown finally did kick one out of the
park after all.
In another complicated yet typical “Peanuts” scenario, Lucy—ashamed to be associated
with a brother who clutches a security blanket—grabs it from Linus and tells him she’s hidden it
and that he has to get used to being without his blanket. Linus begins to hallucinate, faint, and

fear for his sanity—rather extreme stuff for a “comic” strip—but Snoopy (usually lost in his own
world of fantasy and often oblivious to the concerns of the humans around him, especially the
“round-headed kid” who feeds him but whose name he can never remember) saves the day.
Using his beagle sense of smell, he finds the blanket where Lucy has buried it, and digs it up and
returns it to its happy owner. The overjoyed and fully recovered Linus thanks him profusely, and
in the final panel, Snoopy, lying on top of his doghouse, thinks: “Every now and then I feel that
my existence is justified.” It’s hard to find a better example of existentialism in action.
As he drew the final “Peanuts” comic strip just days before his own death, one hopes that
Charles Schulz appreciated all the joy that he had brought to the world by creating this timeless
work. Like Snoopy, he had every right to feel that his existence was truly justified.

Tim Madigan teaches in the Department of Philosophy and Classical Studies and is the first director
of the Irish Studies Program. He also serves as the Honorary Coach for the Fisher Cardinals football
team every season.
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Sabina Clark

“Whatever career you may choose for yourself - doctor, lawyer, [or] teacher - let me
propose an avocation to be pursued along with it. Become a dedicated fighter for civil
rights. Make it a central part of your life. It will make you a better doctor, a better lawyer,
a better teacher. It will enrich your spirit as nothing else possibly can. It will give you that
rare sense of nobility that can only spring from love and selflessly helping your fellow
man. Make a career of humanity. Commit yourself to the noble struggle for human rights.
You will make a greater person of yourself, a greater nation of your country and a finer
world to live in.”
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. - Address at the Youth March for Integrated Schools on April
18, 1959
Where Nobility Becomes More Than Money
Today, we grow up in a world where we are taught to focus on one career and do
the most we can to become successful. Driven by things like money and power, it makes
it easy to forget the things that should really take importance in our everyday lives. When

at the end of the day all you are left with is your money and power, are you truly happy?
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s quote addresses the issue of achieving more for oneself than
simply material things. Finding an avocation, defined by Dictionary.com as “something a
person does in addition to a principal occupation, especially for pleasure; hobby” is just
as pertinent in fulfilling one’s life as having a successfully driven career is.
As Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was fighting for civil rights of African Americans,
he gave many speeches throughout the entire country. He made it his goal and dedicated
his entire life to fight for justice and equality. He was an advocator and fighter for civil
rights. In this quote he stresses the importance of always making sure that people are not
strictly focused only on their careers, but also bettering their inner selves while fighting
for others. I truly believe that nothing feels more rewarding than having the satisfaction
of knowing that we helped someone and left a positive influence in their life. I think that
this brings the ultimate happiness and it is what makes someone feel the most successful.
Anyone can have a good job or career if one works hard enough, but not everyone
achieves the career of giving herself or himself to humanity.
Dr. King lived in a time when change in attitude and the acceptance of equality for
African Americans were not tolerated at all. He fought so hard for justice because he
knew that it not only would be benefiting others, but also fulfilling himself as a total
person. In today’s world it is hard for any of us to imagine having to fight for the right to

go to school. However, people are still struggling to receive the rights that they deserve.
For example, in countries such as Russia and Jamaica, people are still being persecuted
and killed for their sexual orientation. As an advocator of civil rights, Dr. King believed
that each human being should help humanity become more accepting and tolerant, even
when it is hard to understand.
I agree with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s strong invitation that people should
dedicate their life to fight for human rights, no matter how hard the struggle may be. If
no one fights to help other people, then our world will continue to be in chaos. It is more
fulfilling to help one another than to isolate oneself in selfishness and only care about
how much of a profit one can bring home in a year. When we put advocacy and being
able to have a successful career together, there is a much higher sense of achievement.
From a personal experience, I have gained a greater sense of myself by volunteering at a
local hospital. There is something wonderful about putting a smile on someone’s face that
no amount of money can buy.
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